


August 14, 1945 / 4th Street and Market Street on Victory Over Japan Day / Photographer: Ernest K. Bennett
http://www.worldwar2database.com/gallery/wwii1133

1945

O’Farrell’s vision of Market 
Street as San Francisco’s  
“civic spine.”
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Market Street is San Francisco’s 
“civic spine” or Grand Boulevard 
which started with O’Farrell’s 
Authentic and Official Plan of 
San Francisco in 1847

Better Market Street Project

phase I

phase II

https://www.layar.com/news/blog/2011/02/24/stroll-down-san-franciscos-market-street-like-its-1899/

Public visioning, 
existing conditions 

studies and conceptual 
planning and design.

Conduct environmental review 
and preliminary engineering.

phase iII

Design and begin 
construction.





SCALE

300,000
PEOPLE

+200
submissions

50
PROJECTS

3
days



May

27

October

10

October

29
Design Fabrication April 9-11

2015

OPEN CALL

ANNOUNCED

OPEN CALL

CLOSED

SELECTIONS

ANNOUNCED

PROTOTYPING

FESTIVAL

festival timeline

almost 

there!!



submission details

•	 Spark engagement between Market 
Street’s populations

•	 Invite people to relax, socialize and 
enjoy

•	 Tell the “story” of Market Street’s 
diverse neighborhoods

•	 Connect neighborhoods and improve the 
navigation experience

•	 Welcome underrepresented populations

•	 Address micro-climates along 
•	 Market Street
•	 Improve streetscape aesthetics
•	 Be scalable and easily replicated
•	 Utilize sustainable and environmentally 

friendly materials with minimal impact
•	 Be able to withstand the elements 

Design PRIORITIES + Goals



GOALS

Bold and imaginative projects that 
create a vibrant public space along 
Market Street, increasing connections 
and social interactions.

Designing with and for 
community.

Designed to increase 
collective capacity.

Connection COMMUNITy Capacity



COMMUNITY

COHORT

DESIGN

CAPTAINS

DESIGN

TEAMS

FESTIVAL PROCESS
Designed to empower the COMMUNITY



FESTIVAL STRUCTURE
Designed to increase collective CAPACITY

government 

(public)

art 

(non-profit)
industry 

(Private)
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CIVIC CENTER CENTRAL MARKET RETAIL HEART EMBARCADERO

PROTOTYPING ZONE

FINANCIAL DISTRICT
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CIVIC CENTER

Design Captain: 

EXPLORATORIUM

Community Cohort: 

- Civic Center CBD



CIVIC CENTER

IDEA GENERATION
5-7 minute free sketch session & group discussion

EXPLORATORIUM PRECEDENT EXHIBITS

create curiosity through layering / varied densities / selective revelation

Duck into Kalaeidoscope - surprising and intimate space for social interaction

Bob Miller Shadow Studies - gives new understanding to everyday phenomena

Monochromatic Room - filtered light experiences within an intimate social space

Out Quiet Yourself - audio experiences are dampened or enhanced in small spaces

unexpected discovery / interaction w/ new people / recalibrate urban scale to human scale

MSPF

climbing sculptures“prototype materials quilt”

analog tweets on Twitter Bldgdata counts/feedback

polar convex mirror audio/resonating

visual kinetic projections of bikers

CIVIC CENTER DISTRICT
studio for 
public spaces

PROTOTYPE EXPERIENCES

someone standing inside 
draws others to explore

open top

open bottom

square shapes project the sun’s circular shape

learn to walk on 
gravel as quiet 
as possible

light reveals 
colorful objects

daylight filtered light

EMBER PLAY 
EVERYDAY

LIVING ROOFS

GUERILLA 
STREET

LIVING ROOFS

MYCELIUM
THEATER

THREE 
FOR LIFE
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HYD
E 

ST

SF PUBLIC 
LIBRARY
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EMBERbookmark

FOGPLANE

Ghost flujosFogPlane

LIVING ROOFS AT YOUR FEET! PLAY EVERYDAY

SF72 NEIGHBORHOOD PREPARDNESS UNIT THREE FOR LIFE Tree Sitting 

MYCELIUM THEATERGUERILLA STREET MUSEUM



MYCELIUM THEATER 
10’ x 12‘ x 6’

EMBER 
10’ x 10‘ x 30”

PLAY EVERYDAY 
27’ x 20‘ x 8’

EXPLORATORIUM ANCHOR
100’ x 20’

3 FOR LIFE
24’ x 12’ x 15’

FOG PLANE
23’ x 19’

BOOKMARK
12’ x 12’ x 12’

GHOST ARROYOS
(Temporary color side-

walk with chalk)

GUERILLA 
STREET

MUSEUM
14’ x 5‘ x 9’

LIVING
ROOFS

12’ x 6‘ x 8’

Emergency 
Preparedness 

Hub (EPH)
12’ x 12’ x 8
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IDEA GENERATION
5-7 minute free sketch session & group discussion

EXPLORATORIUM PRECEDENT EXHIBITS

create curiosity through layering / varied densities / selective revelation

Duck into Kalaeidoscope - surprising and intimate space for social interaction

Bob Miller Shadow Studies - gives new understanding to everyday phenomena

Monochromatic Room - filtered light experiences within an intimate social space

Out Quiet Yourself - audio experiences are dampened or enhanced in small spaces

unexpected discovery / interaction w/ new people / recalibrate urban scale to human scale

MSPF

climbing sculptures“prototype materials quilt”

analog tweets on Twitter Bldgdata counts/feedback

polar convex mirror audio/resonating

visual kinetic projections of bikers
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CENTRAL MARKET

Design Captain: 

Studio for Urban Projects

Community Cohort: 

- Central Market CBD

- North of Market Tenderloin CBD

- Hospitality House



CENTRAL MARKET
MARKET   SCENE 

SHOW BOX

ART CENTRAL - SHIMMERING STARS

PUBLIC PING PONG TABLES

PEEPSHOW

STREET SKETCH

TIMBER VALLEY

MARKET STREET AS HABITAT

TENDERLOIN EXERTRAIL



PEEP SHOW
20’ x 8‘ x 12’

PING PONG
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Design Captain: 

Gensler

Community Cohort: 

- Union Square BID

- Yerba Buena CBD

- Market Street Association

retail heart



retail heart
ADAPTIVE PLAYSCAPES

RAINBOW PRISMATIC EXPERIENCE

ACTIVE REST

MOBILE SELFIE BOOTH

room for thought

UNSILENCE THE NEWSBIN smaller and upside down

MEETWALL

WALK MARKET STREET
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RAINBOW PRISMATIC
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(Suspended  7’ above sidewalk not 
to impede through path of travel) 
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FINANCIAL DISTRICT

Design Captain: 

California College of  

the Arts

Community Cohort: 

- Justin Kelly – HOK

- Steve Kalich - MassMutual

- �San Francisco Chamber  

of Commerce



FINANCIAL DISTRICT
DAILY BOOST

MINERAL BENCHES

BENCH-GO-ROUND

IT’S NEWS TO ME
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DATA LANTERN

PEAK EXPERIENCE

SOUND OF EMOTION Tag Tunnel
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EMBARCADERO

Design Captain: 

AutoDesk

Community Cohort: 

- �Pacific Waterfront 

Partners

- Port of San Francisco

- Hyatt Regency



EMBARCADERO
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festival evaluation

•	 In-depth interviews with Design Captains and City agencies
•	 400 in-person surveys of participants during Festival
•	 Social media survey “Vote for your favorite prototype and why”
•	 Pesdestrian volume counts, before and during (electronic and manual)
•	 Over a dozen videos, documenting teams, process and Festival
•	 Festival report, summarizing findings

methods



Sample prototypes
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